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Rep. George Santos won’t seek reelection after scathing ethics report cites 
evidence of lawbreaking 
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Rep. George Santos, R-N.Y., speaks to reporters as he leaves the federal courthouse in Central Islip, N.Y., Wednesday, May 10, 
2023. 
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By KEVIN FREKING 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
House Ethics Committee 
in a scathing report Thurs- 
day said it has amassed 
“overwhelming evidence” 
of lawbreaking by Repub- 
lican Rep. George Santos 
of New York that has been 
sent to the Justice Depart- 
ment, 
concluding 
flatly 
that he “cannot be trust- 
ed” after a monthslong 
investigation into his con- 
duct. Shortly after the pan- 
el’s report was released, 
Santos blasted it in a tweet 
on X as a “disgusting po- 
liticized smear” but said he 
would not be seeking ree- 
lection to a second term. 
He gave no indication, 
however, that he would 
step aside before his term 
ends next year, vowing to 
pursue his “conservative 
values in my remaining 
time in Congress.” But a re- 
newed effort to expel him 
from the House was quick- 
ly launched. The House 
could vote on his expulsion 
as soon as it returns from 
the Thanksgiving holiday 
later this month. 
Continued on Page 2 
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Rep. George Santos won’t seek reelection after scathing ethics 
report cites evidence of lawbreaking 


From Front 


The panel said that Santos 
knowingly caused his cam- 
paign committee to file 
false or incomplete reports 
with the Federal Election 
Commission, 
used 
cam- 
paign funds for personal 
purposes and violated the 
Ethics in Government Act 
concerning financial dis- 
closure 
statements 
filed 
with the House. 
“Representative 
Santos 
sought to fraudulently ex- 
ploit every aspect of his 
House candidacy for his 
own 
personal 
financial 
profit,” 
an 
investigative 
subcommittee said in a 56- 
page report that the full 
committee 
unanimously 
adopted. 
The report also detailed 
Santos’ lack of coopera- 
tion with its investigation 
and said he “evaded” 
straightforward requests for 
information. 
“Particularly 
troubling was Representa- 
tive Santos’ lack of candor 
during the investigation it- 
self,” the committee deter- 
mined. 
The panel tasked with in- 
vestigating the allegations 
against Santos provided 
him the chance to submit 
a signed, written state- 
ment, provide documents 
responsive to the panel’s 
request for information and 
to provide a statement un- 
der oath. But he did not do 


so, the report said. The infor- 
mation that he did provide, 
according to the commit- 
tee, 
“included 
material 
misstatements that further 
advanced falsehoods he 
made during his 2022 cam- 
paign.” 
The committee’s investiga- 
tive panel said that without 
Santos’ cooperation, it was 
unable to verify whether 
some expenses reported 
by his campaign were legit- 
imate. But certain expenses 
on their face did not ap- 
pear to have a campaign 
nexus. For example, it cited 
$2,281 spent at resorts in At- 
lantic City and $1,400 spent 
at a skin spa for what one 


spreadsheet described as 
“Botox.” 
The 
panel 
also 
identi- 
fied a $3,332 expense for 
a hotel stay, though the 
campaign’s calendar in- 
dicated he was “off at the 
Hampton’s for the week- 
end.” And there were tax 
and hotel charges on the 
campaign credit card from 
Las Vegas, during a time 
Santos told his campaign 
staff he was on his honey- 
moon and there were no 
corresponding campaign 
events on the calendar. 
The 
investigation 
also 
looked into at least $200,000 
that was transferred from a 
Florida-based 
company, 


RedStone Strategies LLC, 
to Santos’ personal bank 
accounts. The report said 
at least three people trans- 
ferred money to RedStone 
after being told the money 
would be used for politi- 
cal purposes but the funds 
were transferred to Santos’ 
personal accounts. 
Santos used some of that 
money to pay down credit 
card bills, make a $4,128 
purchase at high-end re- 
tailer Hermes, and for small- 
er purchases at OnlyFans, 
an adult content website, 
Sephora and meals and 
parking, investigators said. 
The Ethics Committee de- 
termined that Santos’ con- 


duct “warrants public con- 
demnation, is beneath the 
dignity of the office, and 
has brought severe dis- 
credit upon the House.” 
The findings by the investi- 
gative panel may be the 
least of Santos’ worries. 
The 
congressman 
faces 
a 23-count federal indict- 
ment that alleges he stole 
the identities of campaign 
donors and then used their 
credit cards to make tens 
of thousands of dollars in 
unauthorized charges. Fed- 
eral prosecutors say San- 
tos, who has pleaded not 
guilty, wired some of the 
money to his personal bank 
account and used the rest 
to pad his campaign cof- 
fers. 
Santos, 
who 
represents 
parts of Queens and Long 
Island, is also accused of 
falsely 
reporting 
to 
the 
Federal Election Commis- 
sion that he had loaned his 
campaign $500,000 when 
he actually hadn’t given 
anything and had less than 
$8,000 in the bank. The 
fake loan was an attempt 
to convince Republican 
Party officials that he was 
a serious candidate, worth 
their financial support, the 
indictment says. 
The Justice Department de- 
clined to comment about 
the ethics report, as did the 
Brooklyn U.S. attorney’s of- 
fice, which is handling the 
case against Santos.q 


Rep. George Santos, R-N.Y., speaks to reporters outside the Capitol, in Washington, May 17, 2023. 
Associated Press 


U.S. imposes new sanctions over Russian oil price 
cap violations, Kremlin influence in the Balkans 


By FATIMA HUSSEIN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. Treasury on Thursday 
imposed a new round of 


sanctions on firms and ships 
that used American service 
providers to carry Russian 
crude oil in violation of the 
multinational price cap — 


and imposed another set 
of sanctions on a group of 
Balkan people and firms 
tied to Kremlin influence in 
the region. 
Treasury's Office of Foreign 
Assets 
Control 
imposed 
sanctions on three United 
Arab Emirates-based firms 
and blocked three ships 
that used U.S. service pro- 
viders 
to 
carry 
Russian 
crude oil above the $60 
price cap. 
The sanctions block access 
to U.S. property and bank 
accounts and prevent the 
targeted people and com- 


panies from doing business 
with Americans. The actions 
on the ships blacklist them 
from transporting goods 
with U.S. service providers. 
The U.S., along with the EU, 
countries in the Group of 
Seven and Australia, im- 
posed a $60 a barrel limit 
last year on what Russia 
could charge for its oil. The 
cap is designed to deprive 
the Kremlin of revenue 
to fund its war in Ukraine, 
forcing the Russian govern- 
ment either to sell its oil at a 
discount or find a costly al- 
ternative shipping network. 


Treasury in October im- 
posed its first set of sanc- 
tions on two companies 
that shipped Russian oil in 
violation of a multinational 
price cap. 
"We 
are 
committed 
to 
maintaining market stabil- 
ity in spite of Russia's war 
against Ukraine, while cut- 
ting into the profits the 
Kremlin is using to fund its 
illegal war and remaining 
unyielding in our pursuit of 
those facilitating evasion of 
the price cap," said Wally 
Adeyemo, Treasury's depu- 
ty secretary. q 


A tanker seen anchored at the new oil export terminal in the far 
eastern port of Kozmino on Dec. 28, 2009. 
Associated Press 
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China's agreement expected to slow flow of fentanyl into U.S. 


By GEOFF MULVIHILL 
Associated Press 
Experts say new steps Chi- 
na has agreed to will even- 
tually reduce the flow of 
the deadly opioid fentanyl 
into the U.S., but that alone 
will not stem the overdose 
crisis killing Americans at a 
record rate. 
President Joe Biden and 
Chinese President Xi Jin- 
ping 
announced 
at 
a 
meeting 
Wednesday 
in 
California that China is tell- 
ing its chemical companies 
to curtail shipments to Latin 
America and elsewhere 
of the materials used to 
produce fentanyl, which is 
largely finished in Mexico 
and then smuggled into 
the U.S. 
China has also resumed 
sharing information about 
suspected trafficking with 
an international database. 
"It's a step in the right di- 
rection because not doing 
this would be negligent," 
said Adam Wandt, an as- 
sociate professor of public 
policy at John Jay College 
of Criminal Justice. "If this 
is a diplomatic option that 
we did not take, every fen- 
tanyl death over the next 
decade would be on our 
heads." 
But he and others de- 
scribed the steps as neces- 
sary in addressing the over- 
dose crisis in the U.S. — but 
not sufficient. 
Wandt said the steps should 
reduce the amount of fen- 
tanyl in the U.S., though 
when that happens de- 
pends on how much of the 
chemicals are already in 
possession of Mexican car- 
tels. And even if fentanyl is 
eradicated, he said, "they 
will switch to another drug, 
which I predict will be even 
more lethal." 
Kevin Roy, the chief pub- 
lic policy officer at Shat- 
terproof, a national group 
dedicated to combatting 
the addiction and over- 
dose crisis, said that the 
steps 
announced 
were 
crucial, but they still have 
to be carried out. 
"It's only one part of a big- 
ger picture," Roy said. 
He was also concerned 
that the nations did not 
reach any agreements on 
how to deal with launder- 
ing drug money through 


China, an issue that Rahul 
Gupta, director of the Of- 
fice of National Drug Con- 
trol Policy, identified at 
a congressional hearing 
this year as another major 
problem. 
Fentanyl emerged as a 
widespread problem in the 
U.S. about a decade ago 
as there were crackdowns 
on prescribing opioid pain- 
killers, which were linked to 
soaring death numbers al- 
ready. 
In the early days, it was 
largely shipped from Chi- 
na to the U.S., easily con- 
cealed in envelopes and 
small packages. Fentanyl's 
potency makes it appeal- 
ing to drug suppliers be- 
cause it's easy to ship. And 
because it's made from 
chemicals in labs, it doesn't 
rely on growing crops for 
drugs such as heroin, co- 
caine or marijuana. 
Pushed by then-President 
Donald 
Trump, 
China 
agreed in late 2018 to 
crack down on shipments 
of finished fentanyl and 
some of its precursors. Af- 
ter that, more production 
moved to Mexico — with 
the raw materials still com- 
ing largely from China. 
Synthetic opioids are now 


the biggest killers in the 
deadliest drug crisis the 
U.S. has ever seen. In 2014, 
nearly 50,000 deaths in the 
U.S. were linked to drug 
overdoses of all kinds. By 
last year, the total was 
more than 100,000, ac- 
cording to a tally by the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. More than 
two-thirds of those deaths 
— more than 200 per day 
— involved fentanyl or simi- 
lar synthetic drugs. 
The powerful drugs are 
showing up in different 
places in the nation's sup- 
ply of illicit substances. It's 
in counterfeit pills and co- 
caine, in some cases caus- 
ing overdoses in people 
who have no idea that 
they're using fentanyl. It's 
also sought out by some 
people with opioid use dis- 
order. In many areas of the 
country, it's mostly replaced 
the supply of heroin. 
Xi said at a dinner in San 
Francisco 
Wednesday: 
"China sympathizes deeply 
with the American people, 
especially the young, for 
the sufferings that fentanyl 
has inflicted upon them." 
Biden said of the agree- 
ment: "It's going to save 
lives, and I appreciate Pres- 


ident Xi's commitment on 
this issue." 
The tone has changed from 
earlier this year. In April, 
Wang Wenbin, a spokes- 
person for the Chinese 
Foreign Ministry criticized 
the U.S. for blaming China 
for the precursors, saying 
they're "ordinary chemicals 
sold through normal trade." 
And China blasted the U.S. 
over the summer for impos- 
ing sanctions on Chinese 
anti-drug efforts rather than 
praising their efforts. 
A key part of the new an- 
nouncement from China 
is that it is sharing informa- 
tion on the drug trade. It's 
resumed submitting infor- 
mation to the International 
Narcotics Control Board for 
the first time in three years 
and agreed to launch a 
counternarcotics 
working 
group with the U.S. 
"As we know only too well, 
the supply piece of this is 
just one part and we're not 
going to solve the fentanyl 
overdose issue solely by 
reducing the supply," said 
Regina LaBelle, who directs 
the Addiction and Public 
Policy Initiative at George- 
town University's O'Neill In- 
stitute and served as acting 
director of the Office of Na- 


tional Drug Control Policy 
under President Biden. 
She said that it's significant 
that China and the U.S. are 
dealing with fentanyl, but 
it's an issue that demands 
cooperation 
from 
other 
countries, too. Xi was meet- 
ing Thursday with Mexican 
President 
Andres 
Manu- 
el Lopez and Biden was 
scheduled to meet with 
him on Friday. 
The rise of fentanyl across 
the U.S. has intensified ef- 
forts to reduce the danger. 
Naloxone, a drug that re- 
verses overdoses, has be- 
come more widely avail- 
able, including without pre- 
scriptions. 
A 
growing 
number 
of 
places are allowing drug 
screening kits so users can 
find out if their drugs include 
fentanyl. Harm reduction 
groups also preach that 
people using drugs should 
use a small amount first to 
test for adverse effects and 
that they should not use 
alone. 
"We're making investments 
in the United States in ad- 
dressing prevention, treat- 
ment, recovery and harm 
reduction," LaBelle said. "All 
of those things have to con- 
tinue to be ramped up."q 


President Joe Biden greets China's President President Xi Jinping at the Filoli Estate in Woodside, Calif., Nov, 15, 2023, on the sidelines 
of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperative conference. 
Associated Press 
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Barefoot workers and cracked floors were found at a factory that 
made recalled eyedrops, FDA says 


By MATTHEW PERRONE 
AP Health Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — An In- 
dian company that recent- 
ly recalled eyedrops sold in 
the U.S. had a host of sani- 
tation and manufacturing 
problems, including bare- 
foot workers, cracked floors 
and altered records, U.S. 
health inspectors found. 
Food and Drug Adminis- 
tration officials uncovered 
more than a dozen prob- 
lems at the Mumbai plant 
operated by Kilitch Health- 
care India, according to a 
preliminary inspection re- 
port posted by the agency. 
The factory produced more 
than two dozen varieties of 
eyedrops that were subject 
to an FDA safety warning 
last month. 
The products were sold by 
CVS Health, Target, Rite Aid 
and other national retailers 
who said they would be re- 
moved from store shelves. 
New 
details 
about 
the 
plant's problems emerged 
after FDA inspectors visited 
the plant late last month. 
Agency inspectors docu- 
mented 
factory 
workers 
not wearing masks, gloves 
and gowns and working 
barefoot in areas that are 
supposed to be sterile. A 
manager told FDA officials 
"that this is their standard 
practice," according to the 
report. 


Elsewhere, FDA staff noted 
cracked floors, plus water 
stains and peeling paint on 
walls and ceilings. 
The FDA report also sug- 
gests factory officials would 
routinely omit or falsify con- 
tamination test results. 
For instance, a factory 
microbiologist 
said 
that 
a bacterial sample that 
could trigger "an alert or 
action limit" would not be 
documented. Instead, of- 
ficials would perform ad- 
ditional 
cleaning 
and 
then record a figure that 


indicated sterility. This oc- 
curred "two or three times 
per month," according to 
the microbiologist. 
The FDA's initial findings are 
likely to be followed by a 
formal report and a warn- 
ing letter to the company. 
On Monday, Kilitch Health- 
care officially recalled the 
lubricating eyedrops, sold 
in 27 different brands and 
formulations. The agency 
published the notice to its 
website Wednesday. The 
recall is something of a for- 
mality, since the FDA had 


already alerted U.S. stores 
and 
consumers 
to 
the 
problem. FDA officials don't 
have the legal authority to 
force drug manufacturers 
to recall their products, and 
instead rely on companies 
to "voluntarily" do so. The 
FDA had recommended 
the recall on Oct. 25 and 
shortly thereafter blocked 
imports from Kilitch. 
Drugmakers and distribu- 
tors "are responsible for the 
quality of their products," 
but the FDA recently asked 
Congress for the authority 


to mandate such recalls, 
an agency spokeswoman 
said in a statement Thurs- 
day. Kilitch Healthcare said 
it has not received "any 
reports of adverse events" 
related to its products. The 
drops could cause vision 
loss or blindness, according 
to the FDA. 
The lubricating drops were 
distributed in the U.S. by 
Velocity Pharma, based 
in Farmingdale, New York, 
and carry expiration dates 
between November 2023 
and September 2025. 
FDA records show no pri- 
or inspections for Kilitch 
Healthcare. 
The FDA is responsible for 
assuring the safety of for- 
eign products shipped to 
the U.S., though it has long 
struggled to keep pace 
with international pharma- 
ceutical supply chains that 
increasingly begin in India. 
Recently, the agency has 
been working to make up 
for missed inspections that 
weren't conducted during 
COVID-19. Agency records 
show FDA didn't conduct 
any inspections in India 
during fiscal year 2021, at 
the height of the pandem- 
ic. Inspections rose to 177 
in fiscal 2023, but that was 
still about half the number 
of inspections that the FDA 
was conducting the year 
before COVID-19.q 


A sign for the U.S. Food and Drug Administration is displayed outside their offices in Silver Spring, 
Md., Dec. 10, 2020. 
Associated Press 


Demonstrators demanding a cease-fire in Gaza shut down bridges 
in Boston and San Francisco 


By JANIE HAR 
Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Demonstrators seeking a 
cease-fire in Gaza blocked 


bridges on both sides of the 
U.S. on Thursday, including 
a major span into San Fran- 
cisco during a global trade 
summit involving President 


Joseph Biden and other 
world leaders.At least 50 
protesters were arrested on 
the San Francisco-Oakland 
Bay Bridge and 15 vehicles 
were towed after demon- 
strators blocked all lanes on 
the upper deck, with some 
drivers tossing their keys 
into the bay, said Califor- 
nia Highway Patrol division 
chief Ezery Beauchamp. 
Traffic was snarled for hours 
after more than 200 dem- 
onstrators demanded that 
Biden, in San Francisco for 
the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation leaders' con- 
ference, call for an imme- 
diate cease-fire in the war 


between Israel and Hamas. 
In Boston, about 100 pro- 
testers stopped traffic on 
the 
bridge 
connecting 
the city to Cambridge for 
more than two hours dur- 
ing the morning rush. They 
chanted "cease-fire now!" 
and held a banner with the 
words "Jews say: ceasefire 
now" and they called on 
one of Massachusetts' two 
senators, Democrat Eliza- 
beth Warren, to do more to 
halt the hostilities. 
On the West Coast, Aisha 
Nizar, of the Palestinian 
Youth Movement, said in 
a statement that President 
Biden was "hosting cocktail 


parties in San Francisco" 
while thousands of people 
were being killed in Gaza. 
Protesters unfurled huge 
banners and some of them 
lay on the ground with 
white sheets draped over 
their bodies as part of a 
"die-in." 
Beauchamp, of the high- 
way patrol, called the Bay 
Area protest highly coor- 
dinated and said he ex- 
pected that more partici- 
pants would be arrested. 
He said the patrol supports 
free speech rights but not a 
traffic shutdown that could 
prevent emergency vehi- 
cles from crossing.q 


Police officers clear demonstrators blocking the San Francisco- 
Oakland Bay Bridge while protesting against the APEC summit 
on Thursday, Nov. 16, 2023, in San Francisco. 
Associated Press 
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By CIARÁN GILES and JO- 
SEPH WILSON 
Associated Press 
MADRID (AP) — Spain’s Pe- 
dro Sánchez was reelected 
as prime minister by the na- 
tion’s parliament on Thurs- 
day, when he leveraged a 
controversial amnesty deal 
to get the critical support 
from Catalan separatists to 
stay in power. 
Sánchez, 
Spain’s 
Social- 
ist leader since 2018, was 
backed by 179 lawmakers 
in the 350-seat lower house 
of parliament to form a 
new minority leftist coalition 
government. 
Only 
right- 
wing opposition deputies 
voted against him. 
The vote came after nearly 
two days of debate among 
party leaders that centered 
almost entirely on an am- 
nesty deal for Catalonia’s 
separatists that Sánchez 
agreed to in return for vital 
support to unlock another 
four-year term. 
Sánchez won the vote af- 
ter clinching the support of 
six smaller parties including 
two Catalan separatist par- 
ties that command 14 seats 
in recent weeks, allowing 
his Socialists to once again 
team up with the left-wing 
Sumar (Joining Forces) par- 


ty in government. 
It remains to be seen if 
Sánchez 
can 
maintain 
enough support to exhaust 
his mandate that can run 
until 2027 given that some 
of his backers are parties 
that want to break Catalo- 
nia, or the Basque Country, 
away from Spain. 
Spain’s 
inconclusive 
na- 
tional elections on July 23 


left a highly fractured par- 
liament. The center-right 
Popular Party received the 
most votes in the elections 
but failed to get enough 
support to form a govern- 
ment because of its alli- 
ances with the far-right Vox 
party, which finished third. 
The amnesty deal would 
clean the slate for hun- 
dreds of Catalan separat- 


ists in legal trouble follow- 
ing the northeast region’s 
illegal 2017 secession bid 
that sparked Spain’s big- 
gest crisis in decades. That 
includes benefiting former 
Catalan regional president 
Carles Puigdemont, who is 
a fugitive from Spanish law 
and considered public en- 
emy No. 1 by many Span- 
iards. 


Despite lingering disagree- 
ments, the two Catalan par- 
ties as well as two Basque 
ones said they would back 
Sánchez on Thursday but 
let him know that he must 
fulfill the economic and po- 
litical deals reached with 
each of them. 
The two Basque parties 
pointed out that their sup- 
port was also key to keep- 
ing a progressive govern- 
ment in power and mak- 
ing sure the right wing re- 
mained out of office. 
The agreements with the 
Catalan 
parties 
include 
opening talks on the pos- 
sibility of holding an autho- 
rized referendum for inde- 
pendence for the wealthy 
northeast region, but within 
the legal framework of 
Spain’s Constitution. Sán- 
chez has repeatedly said 
that he would not permit a 
vote that could break up 
Spain. 
Analyst Oriol Bartomeus, 
professor of political sci- 
ence of the Autonomous 
University 
of 
Barcelona, 
said that since Sánchez has 
made it over the hurdle of 
forming a government he 
has a chance, albeit small, 
to keep it afloat for the full 
term.q 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — The center-right law- 
maker whose new party is 
riding so high in polls ahead 
of next week’s Dutch elec- 
tion that he could become 
a kingmaker in coalition 
talks said Thursday that he 
has fundamental differenc- 
es with anti-Islam lawmaker 
Geert Wilders, whose party 
also is polling strongly. 
With 
next 
Wednesday’s 
vote shaping up as a neck- 
and-neck 
race, 
party 
leaders are already look- 
ing toward what could be 
protracted negotiations to 
form the next ruling coali- 
tion. The Dutch electoral 


system and the sheer num- 
ber of parties involved 26 
at this election virtually 


guarantee the need for co- 
alition governments. 
Pieter Omtzigt, who only 


formed his New Social Con- 
tract party over the sum- 
mer, is very narrowly be- 
hind the People’s Party for 
Freedom and Democracy 
(VVD) of outgoing Prime 
Minister Mark Rutte in the 
polls. Wilders’ Freedom Par- 
ty (PVV) is in fourth place. 
A center-left bloc of the La- 
bor Party and Green Left, 
led by former European 
Union climate tsar Frans 
Timmermans, is currently 
third in the polls. 
Omtzigt made his name by 
campaigning on behalf of 
citizens caught up in gov- 
ernment scandals and is 
calling for reform of the 
Dutch political system. He is 
expected to play a pivotal 


role in talks to form a new 
coalition after the vote. 
He said that Wilders’ anti- 
Islam policies go against 
freedoms 
of 
expression 
and religion that are en- 
shrined in the Dutch con- 
stitution. One of Omtzigt’s 
policy pledges is to create 
a constitutional court in the 
Netherlands that would be 
able to rule on government 
plans before they become 
law. 
Answering questions sub- 
mitted by voters to Dutch 
broadcaster NOS, Omtzigt 
was asked if he 100% ruled 
out working with Wilders’ 
PVV party. 
“The PVV rules itself out,” he 
answered.q 


Spain’s acting Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez applauds as conservative opposition leader 
Alberto Nunez Feijoo approaches to congratulate him after Sanchez was chosen by a majority 
of legislators to form a new government after a parliamentary vote at the Spanish Parliament in 
Madrid, Spain, Thursday, Nov. 16, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Spain’s Pedro Sánchez reelected prime minister despite amnesty 
controversy 


Pieter Omtzigt, leader of the recently formed Dutch political 
party New Social Contract, center, and Nicolien van 
Vroonhoven-Kok, center right, attend a meeting in Amersfoort, 
Netherlands on Friday, Nov. 10, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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By JARI TANNER 
Associated Press 
HELSINKI (AP) — Finland will 
close four crossing points 
on its long border with Rus- 
sia to stop the flow of Mid- 
dle Eastern and African mi- 
grants that it accuses Mos- 
cow of ushering to the bor- 
der in recent months, the 
government said Thursday. 
Finnish Prime Minister Pet- 
teri Orpo and Interior Min- 
ister Mari Rantanen said 
the southeastern crossing 
points Imatra, Niirala, Nui- 
jamaa and Vaalimaa -- will 
be closed at midnight Fri- 
day on the Finland-Russia 
land border that serves as 
the European Union’s ex- 
ternal frontier. 
It runs a total of 1,340 kilo- 
meters (832 miles), mostly 
through thick forests in the 
south, all the way to the 
rugged landscape in the 
Arctic north. There are cur- 
rently nine crossing points, 
with one dedicated to rail 
travel only. 
“Operations of the Russian 
border 
authorities 
have 
changed,” Finnish Prime 
Minister Petteri Orpo told 
reporters, adding that the 
four crossings would remain 
closed until Feb. 18. 


He referred to dozens of 
migrants, mostly from the 
Middle East and Africa, 
who have arrived in the 
Nordic 
nation 
over 
re- 
cent days without proper 
documentation and have 
sought asylum after alleg- 
edly being helped by Rus- 
sian authorities to travel to 
the heavily controlled bor- 
der zone. 
This represents a major 


change, since Finnish and 
Russian border authorities 
cooperated for decades 
in stopping people without 
the necessary visas or pass- 
ports before they could at- 
tempt to enter either coun- 
try. 
Finnish authorities said this 
week that Russia has in re- 
cent months started allow- 
ing undocumented travel- 
ers to access the border 


zone and enter crossing 
stations where they can re- 
quest asylum in Finland. 
The Finnish Border Guard 
says migrants have in the 
past days arrived mainly 
from Iraq, Syria, Yemen, 
Turkey and Somalia, and 
nearly all have arrived at 
the border zone on bicy- 
cles that Finnish and Rus- 
sian media reports say were 
provided and sold to them. 


Most of them used Russia 
only as a transit country to 
enter Finland and the EU, 
officials said. 
Some 
280 
third-country 
migrants have arrived in 
Finland from Russia since 
September, border officials 
said Thursday. 
In a post on social media 
platform X, European Com- 
mission 
President 
Ursula 
von der Leyen said “Rus- 
sia’s 
instrumentalisation 
of migrants is shameful. I 
fully support the measures 
taken 
by 
Finland” 
and 
thanked the Finnish Border 
Guard “for protecting our 
European borders”. 
Finnish President Sauli Ni- 
inistö on Wednesday linked 
Russia’s actions to Finland’s 
NATO membership in April 
after decades of military 
non-alignment, 
a 
move 
that 
infuriated 
Moscow, 
which has threatened Hel- 
sinki with retaliatory mea- 
sures several times. 
He 
noted 
that 
Finland, 
which joined the West- 
ern military alliance in the 
wake of Moscow’s attack 
on Ukraine in Feb. 2022, 
must be prepared for “cer- 
tain malice” from Russia.q 


By EMMANUEL IGUNZA 
Associated Press 
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — 
Kenya’s 
high 
court 
on 
Thursday extended orders 
blocking the deployment 
of police officers to Haiti, 
even as parliament ap- 
proved a government re- 
quest to send 1,000 officers 
to the Caribbean nation to 
help deal with gang vio- 
lence. 
High Court Judge Chacha 
Mwita said he would issue 
a ruling on Jan. 26, effec- 
tively delaying the sending 
of security officers to Haiti, 
where they are slated to 
lead a multinational force 
backed by the U.N Security 
Council. 
The planned deployment 
was first blocked by the 
High Court in Nairobi in Oc- 
tober. 


Whatever 
decision 
is 
reached by the High Court 
in January may be ap- 
pealed, 
meaning 
there 
could be a protracted bat- 
tle over sending the troops 
to Haiti. 
The court decision came 
hours after Kenya’s parlia- 
ment passed a motion al- 
lowing the deployment of 
the security officers. 
But the government was 
immediately criticized for 
disobeying the court orders 
first issued in October that 
barred the deployment. 
“The tabling of the motion 
in parliament today was 
belligerent. A disregard to 
the rule of law that clearly 
states that one arm of gov- 
ernment cannot discuss a 
matter already seized by 
another arm,” said former 
presidential 
candidate 


Ekuru Aukot, who filed the 
court case. 
Herman Manyora, a pro- 
fessor of journalism at the 
University of Nairobi, said 
the government had no 
choice but to respect the 
court’s decision on the de- 
lay. 
“President William Ruto’s 
government has a history 
of ignoring court decisions, 
but if it’s a law-abiding gov- 
ernment, it will wait until the 
court makes the final deci- 
sion. 
Even the debate in parlia- 
ment is a brazen defiance 
of the laws of the country.” 
Earlier, the Kenyan parlia- 
ment approved a gov- 
ernment motion from the 
Committee 
on 
Adminis- 
tration and Internal Secu- 
rity approving the govern- 
ment’s request to send the 


security officers as violence 
escalates in Haiti. 
The heated debate saw 
opposition 
legislators 
re- 
ject government plans for 
Kenya to lead the multi- 
national policing team in 


Haiti, saying it violated the 
country’s constitution. 
Supporters of the motion 
said Kenya had a moral 
obligation and duty to aid 
Haiti.q 


A van at the Nuijamaa, a border station between Russia and Finland in Lappeenranta, Finland, 
Thursday, Nov. 16, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Finland will close 4 border crossings with Russia, accusing Moscow 
of organizing a flow of migrants 


Residents flee their homes to escape clashes between armed 
gangs in the Carrefour-Feuilles district of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, 
Aug. 15, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Kenya’s high court extends a block on sending police to Haiti 
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Lessons from our elders: 
Plants and fruits for medicinal use 


(Oranjestad)—Though 
western medicine is now 
widely used for common 
illnesses and to keep our 
bodies healthy and happy, 
it is still very common in 
every household in Aruba 
(and around the world) to 
have staple home rem- 
edies that is passed on 
through generations. Here 
are some tips that our el- 
ders have passed on to us 
over the years. 


Pineapple 
Pineapple has more uses 
than topping it on your 
Christmas ham. According 
to elders, the skin of a pine- 
apple is great to use to re- 


fresh your body. Clean the 
skin thoroughly and make 
tea or warapa* with it. It is 
said that this tea can also 
be drank after an opera- 
tion on the ovaries or uter- 
us. This gets rid of irritation 
and inflammation. 


When the fruit is unripe and 
green, this can be used to 
stimulate menstruation flow 
in women. This also stimu- 
lates the passing kidney 
stones. When ripe, the fruit 
can be used for poisoning 
in the gut and can help 
treat rheumatic diseases, 
like arthritis. 


However, 
breastfeeding 


women who cannot pro- 
duce much milk are ad- 
vised not to consume too 
pineapple, 
and 
people 
with acid reflux are recom- 
mended to not consume 
any pineapple at all. 


Arrowroot 
Arrowroot is native to tropi- 
cal America and can be 
sold as a powder or whole. 
It is said that you can take 
arrowroot 
powder 
and 
make a “shalup” (porridge) 
for stomach pain or when 
you’re feeling weak. You 
can make it with milk too, 
but it is advised to best 
use just water. You can 
also add prunes for a bit of 
sweetness. Arrowroot sha- 
lup is also good to treat an 
unhealthy gut or for diar- 
rhea. 


To make arrowroot shalup, 
boil a bit of water and add 
one tablespoon of arrow- 
root powder and stir con- 
tinuously until you reach 
porridge consistency. If you 
make a shalup with milk, 
add a pinch of salt. Raw 
arrowroot powder can be 
used to powder babies. 


Eggplant/Aubergine 
Eggplants, or aubergines, 
are easy to find in super- 
markets around the world 
and can be grown all year 
round on the island. Relat- 


ed to potato and tomato, 
eggplants are good to 
calm nerves. It can also be 
used to lower blood pres- 
sure, by steeping its leaves 
in boiled water and drink- 
ing it. You can also make 
eggplant juice to help puri- 
fy your blood. However, do 
make sure to drink slowly; 
let it mix with your spit and 
then swallow. 


Eggplant kataplan* can 


also be used to treat skin 
tumors, 
abscesses 
and 
hemorrhoids. Eggplant kat- 
aplan can also be used ex- 
ternally to treat arthritis. 
*warapa: term referring to 
a water and sugar solution, 
a.k.a simple syrup. 
*kataplan: 
porridge-like 
mixture 
used 
externally 
for wounds or parts of the 
body that are painful or 
swollen. q 


Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba 


(Oranjestad)—When trav- 
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under- 
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basic—but 
important—information that 
we think may come in han- 
dy to Aruba’s visitors. 


Emergency services 
Even though most people 
don’t even want to think 
about having to contact 
emergency 
services—es- 
pecially not while on their 
vacation, it is still important 
to know what number to 
dial in case of the unlikely 
event of an accident or se- 
vere incident. 


Police: 100 
Police Tipline: 11141 
Ambulance: 911 
Fire Dept: 115 
Oranjestad: HOH hospital: 
+297-527-4000 
San Nicolas: ImSan: +297- 
527-8833 


Electrical power 
Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out- 
lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 


Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab- 
lishments. 


Drinking water 
The 
water 
that 
flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex- 
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual- 
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 


Supermarket hours 
Supermarket 
hours 
may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is- 
land. 
Generally 
though, 


most 
supermarkets 
are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, 
Monday 
through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su- 
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm. 


Taxis 
Prices for taxi fair are set 
by the Department of Pub- 
lic Traffic and are based 
on destination rather than 
mileage. Most taxis can 
take up to five passengers, 
but this may vary depend- 
ing on the vehicle. Taxis are 
pretty much always avail- 
able and you can ever hire 
one for $45 an hour. 


Safety 
Aruba is one of the safest 


islands in the Caribbean, 
and many tourist that visit 
have often told us how 
they feel safe to explore 
the island or walk around 
at night. However, rare in- 
cidents do occurs, so keep 
yourself and your belong- 
ings safe.q 
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Discover all the benefits that Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites has to offer 


Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites has been providing quality service 
in Aruba since 1995. On the premises are a total of 73 apartments (46 
Studio, 22 loft apartments & 5 suites). 


Known for its cleanliness, quiet atmosphere, hospitality at affordable 
daily and monthly rates. All 73 apartments are fully furnished and 
non-smoking. There is free WIFI on the premises and free international 
phone calls from the comfort of your room. There is a fresh-water pool, 
a fitness room and a laundry room. 2 BBQ sets outside. Free parking. 
And a security guard at night. 


Aruba Quality Apartments & 
Suites is conveniently located 
less than 1 mile from Aruba's 
beautiful Eagle Beach, restau- 
rants, hospital / pharmacy, ca- 
sino's, 2 large supermarkets, car 
rentals, IMAX cinema and a golf 
course. 
So please, for your next trip to 
Aruba book directly with us at 
Aruba Quality Apartments & 
Suites. 


Don’t hesitate to contact us… 
Marisella, 
Aislinn, 
Janique 
& 
Alec.q 


Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites 
Tel: (297)-582-0697 
WhatsApp: (297)-734-3008 


Email: 
info@arubaqualityapartments.com 


Website: 
www.arubaqualityapartments.com 


Toll Free Calls from the USA & Cana- 
da: 1-888-415-1095 
Toll Free Calls from the Netherlands: 
085-009-0218 
Office Hours: Monday – Friday: 8am- 
7pm. Saturday & Sunday: 9am-5pm. 
Facebook: @qualityapartments Ins- 
tagram: aruba_quality_apts 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back or still enjoying your va- 
cation?... we would like to portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite vacation picture while enjoy- 
ing our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is ……. Send 
your picture with that text (including your name and 
where you are from) to: news@arubatoday.com and 
we will publish your vacation memory. Isn’t that a spe- 
cial way to keep your best moments alive? Please do 
note: By submitting photos, text or any other materi- 
als, you give permission to The Aruba Today Newspa- 
per, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its affiliated 
companies to use said materials, as well as names, 
likeness, etc. for promotional purposes without com- 
pensation. 
Last but not least: check out our website, Instagram 
and Facebook page! Thank you for supporting our 
free newspaper, we strive to make you a happy read- 
er every day again.q 
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The district of Savaneta 
A quick history guide to the island’s first capital 


( O r a n j e s t a d ) — B e f o r e 
Oranjestad became the 
island 
nation’s 
capital, 
Aruba’s first capital was the 
district of Savaneta. Here 
is where the cultural iden- 
tity of Aruba was born, and 
from where the rest of the 
island developed into what 
it is today. 


Savaneta is said to have 
been the first place where 
the Caquetio inhabitants 
first stepped foot on the 
island. Though there isn’t 
hard evidence to back this 
up, but considering the leg- 
end of the Cacique Arua, it 
is believed that there were 
already 
movements 
on 
Aruba—and 
Savaneta— 
around 88 AD. 


The Caquetios probably 
made their way to the is- 
land either from Venezuela, 
Colombia or other Carib- 
bean islands in the region, 
but with good weather it 
was relatively easy for them 
to travel back and forth in 
their canoes. So, since the 


Caquetios discovered the 
island, Aruba found her first 
form of civilization. 


It wasn’t until 1499 when 
Aruba met another group 
of people who set foot on 
the island: the Spanish ex- 
plorer Alonso de Ojeda. De 
Ojeda first took notice of 
Aruba off the coast of Ven- 
ezuela, during his explora- 
tion of the Latin American 
country. This was on Au- 
gust 9th, 1499. However, 
de Ojeda didn’t actually 
sail to the island till 4 days 
later, on August 23rd, 1499. 
This was the beginning of 
the Spanish era on Aruba 
(1499-1636). 


Alonso usually didn’t stop 
at every island or land he 
saw, especially not in the 
Caribbean. He would often 
take notice of land from 
afar and continue sailing. 
However, Aruba was an ex- 
ception. He had heard that 
there were “quebracho” 
trees on the island, which 
were commonly used to 


produce dye or paint. But 
since these trees could not 
be found in Savaneta, he 
continued to search in the 
area of what is now known 
as Santa Cruz. The best 
way to transport the tree 
barks was via a route pass- 
ing through Savaneta, and 
so the first road between 
Savaneta and Santa Cruz 
was made. 


The Dutch colonial era 
(1636-1805) 
During the 80-year war 
between The Netherlands 
and Spain, Dutch explor- 
ers and merchants began 
to travel to the ABC is- 
lands. Once they landed in 
Aruba, they deported the 
small Arawakan and Span- 
ish community that was liv- 
ing on the island. This was 
the beginning of coloniza- 
tion of the ABC islands by 
the Dutch empire. Around 
the same, the West Indian 
Company (WIC) was born. 
Bonaire and Curacao were 
mostly used for plantations, 
where the Dutch had trans- 
ported slaves from Africa. 
Aruba, on the other hand, 
was mostly used to raise 
cattle and to house the 
haring factory. The Dutch 
had often forced the indig- 
enous community to work 
for them. 
In 1636, when the Nether- 
lands won the war against 
Spain, the country surren- 
dered the islands to the 
Dutch. 


The Dutch administration 
appointed 
the 
island’s 
first commander, an Irish 
man named N. Williams. 


Because the Dutch were 
interested in other Carib- 
bean islands and countries 
in South America, they im- 
ported Dutch merchants 
and business men, all of 
whom resided in Savaneta. 
This way, Savaneta official- 
ly became the island’s first 
capital. 


However, at the end of 
the 18th century, the com- 
mander at the time, J.R. 
Lauffer, moved his office to 
what is now “Horse Bay” in 
Oranjestad. Because the 
highest office on the island 
moved away from Sava- 
neta, the capital lost its title 
to what was called then 
Playa. 


How Savaneta got its name 
The name Savaneta prob- 
ably has a Spanish ori- 
gin. It was said that when 
the Spanish climbed a hill 
called Yara, they saw that 
the area was mostly open 
and had no big trees. In 


Spanish, such a land area is 
called a “sabana”. 


Because of its land surface, 
Savaneta was a great 
place to construct cattle 
farms. From here, the farm- 
er culture on Aruba was 
born. Before the Aruban 
Gold Rush and the con- 
struction of the Refinery in 
San Nicolas, most residents 
were farmers, and Sava- 
neta had many inhabit- 
ants that farmed fruits and 
vegetables. They also con- 
tinued the tradition of rais- 
ing cattle, like goat, sheep, 
pigs and horses. Savaneta 
was one of the first places 
on the island to have a 
general farming culture. 
From this culture, many oth- 
er traditions were born, like 
the Dera Gay Holiday that 
we celebrate every year 
on June 24th. q 


Source: Historia di Savaneta 
(History of Savaneta) by Adolf 
“Dufi” Kock. 
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Fruit Loose & Veggie Boost: Aruban fruits and vegetables 


Fresh fruits make a tropical holiday’s picture 
complete. Whether you see the mangoes hang- 
ing in the trees or the fresh fruit cocktail on the 
side table of your pool bed, the link is there: you 
are in the tropics. Aruba grows her own fruits 
and veggies and there are some pretty out-of- 
space local species you may never had heard 
of, but really healthy and delicious. 


Mispel 
This is a fruit with a character (5-10 cm/2-4 inch- 
es). It does not ripe until it is picked or falls off the 
tree. Mispel is hard with a sandpaper like tex- 
ture when immature, soft and juicy when ripe. 
It's technically a berry, but contains a skin similar 
to that of a kiwi. It's grainy and sweet, with a 
light, musky flavor. The sap or gum from the tree 
is also a source of 'chicle' the original ingredi- 
ent used to make chewing gum. Rich in tannins, 
antioxidants shown to contain anti-inflamma- 
tory compounds, and vitamin C, essential for 
healthy immune function. Season: year- round. 


Kenepa 


Ovoid green fruit that grows in bunches on trees 
up to 30m high. The fruit is related to the lychee 
and have tight, thin but rigid skins. Inside the 
skin is the tart, tangy, or sweet pulp of the fruit 
covering a large seed. The pulp is usually cream 
or orange colored. Kenepa strengthens the im- 
mune system, and prevents the reproduction 
of bacteria and viruses in the body. This fruit is 
highly recommended to treat lung infections 
and urinary tract infections. It also helps to cure 
insomnia and rejuvenates the nervous system. 
Season: the fruit typically ripen during the sum- 
mer. 


Druif 


There is no chance you did not bump into one 
of the sea grape trees while spending your va- 
cation on Aruba. The sea grape plant is often 
used in ocean-side landscaping in sandy soil 
right on the beach and it produces clusters of 


fruit that resemble grapes. Are sea grapes ed- 
ible? Yes, they are. Animals enjoy sea grapes 
and humans can eat them as well, and they 
are used to make jam. They contain very low 
calories and sugar, enabling good bacterium 
to digest food and excrete waste quickly which 
is effective in preventing constipation. Season: 
Sep-Oct. 


Shimarucu 


Maybe Aruba’s most popular wild fruit tree. 
You may have noticed cars at the side of the 
road and people picking those red berries. 
Well, that’s Shimarucu. The local habit to stop 
for these delicious fruits goes from generation to 
generation. Its fruit’s degree of sour depends on 
the amount of rain it gets. Red Shimarucus tend 
to taste better than orange. The fruit has super 
power: a true vitamin bomb. Adults only need 
to eat 3-4 of these berries to meet their daily 
recommended amount of Vitamin C. Season: 
Rainy months (Oct-Jan). 


Tamarind 


A delicious, sweet fruit that has a wide variety of 
uses and applications, both for medicinal and 
culinary purposes. It is a medium-sized bushy 
tree with evergreen leaves and fruit that devel- 
ops in pods characterized by long, brown shells. 
Inside is a sticky, fleshy, juicy pulp, which is the 
Tamarind fruit. Both sweet and sour in taste, the 
fruit contains a significant level of vitamin C, 
as well as vitamin E, B vitamins, calcium, iron, 
phosphorous, potassium, manganese, and di- 
etary fiber. There are also a number of organic 
compounds that make tamarind a powerful 
antioxidant and anti-inflammatory agent. Sea- 
son: March. 


When it comes to veggies the island certainly 
offers a home-grown selection. They taste de- 
licious and have their specific talents to boost 
your immune system. Start the day with a ‘ba- 
tida’ (smoothie) enriched with a local veggie 
touch or select your restaurant that offers local 
vegetable dishes to get the real pure taste of it. 


Comcomber chiquito 


This is a sort of local squash, but looks like a cu- 
cumber with prickly skin. The taste however is 
bitterer than the cucumber and the vegetable 
is smaller in size but bigger in width. Inside is a 
soft, fleshy pulp and seeds, just like the cucum- 
ber. Comcomber chiquito is grown in the island 
and used in salads and ‘stoba’ (stew) or on its 
own in vinegar. The veggie contains multiple B 
vitamins, including vitamin B1, vitamin B5, and 
vitamin B7 (biotin). B vitamins are known to help 
ease feelings of anxiety and buffer some of 
the damaging effects of stress. Additionally this 
veggie is rich in two of the most basic elements 
needed for healthy digestion: water and fiber. 
Season: year- round. 


Yambo 
Family of Okra, also known as ‘lady’s fingers’: 
a green flowering plant. Okra belongs to the 
same plant family as hibiscus and cotton. A 
classic favorite dish in Aruba is Sopi di yambo. It 
has long been favored as a food for the health- 
conscious. It contains potassium, vitamin B, vita- 
min C, folic acid, and calcium. It’s low in calories 
and has a high dietary fiber content. Recently, 
a new benefit of including okra in your diet is 
being considered. Okra has been suggested to 
help manage blood sugar in cases of type 1, 
type 2, and gestational diabetes. Season: year- 
round. 


Bonch’i Cunucu 
A long, small bean, boiled for a side dish or 
snack. Long beans have a chewy, crunchy 
texture–more so than snap beans–and a flavor 
reminiscent of the dry navy bean or asparagus. 
Besides stir-fry, soups and salads, the long bean 
is a good choice for stewing, braising (to re- 
main chewy and firm), sautéing, shallow frying, 
and deep frying. With cooking, the long bean’s 
bean flavor intensifies. Long beans are low in 
calories, about 45 calories per cup, and rich in 
vitamin A and also contain vitamin C and po- 
tassium. Season: year-round. 


Pampuna 
In the endless summer of Caribbean living we 
only have to concern ourselves with a wet sea- 
son and a dry season. Still we do indulge heavily 
in the pleasures of pumpkin and enjoy Carib- 
bean pumpkin recipes year round. A popular 
dish in Aruban restaurants is Sopa Di Pompuna, 
don’t miss it. This dish is made of pumpkin soup, 
and parsley. Pumpkins are rich in flavonoid 
polyphenolic antioxidants such as xanthin, lu- 
tein and carotenes and also contain vitamins. 
Pumpkin seeds are a good source of omega-3 
fatty acids, vitamins, minerals and proteins. 
Pumpkins are used to make desserts, breads 
and soups.q 
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Did you know about...? 
The history and meaning of the Aruban florin 


(Oranjestad)—Aruba 
To- 
day is proud to officially 
introduce 
a 
new 
seg- 
ment called Did you know 
about…?, where we dive 
into some (historical) facts 
of Aruba, its culture and 
way of living. In this first edi- 
tion, we look back at the 
Aruban florin: its history, de- 
sign and symbolism. 


In Aruba, we know the 5, 
10, 25 and 50 cent coins, 
along with the 1 and 5 Flo- 
rin coin. Aruban Florin bills 
include the 10, 25, 50, 100, 
and rarely, the 200 bills. In 
Papiamento we call our 
currency Florin, but the 
umbrella term for money 
is placa. Cents are called 
cen (pronounced: seng), 
both in the singular and 
plural form. Most coins are 
circular and their size de- 
pend on their worth. How- 
ever, the 50 cent coin is 
easily recognizable by their 
square shape, as is the 5 
Florin coin by their golden 
color. Every coin has the 
Aruban emblem carved 
on it, with the other side 
displaying the worth of the 
coin. The bigger 1 and 5 flo- 
rin coins, however, contain 
the carving of the emblem 
on one side, while display- 
ing the side profile of the 
Dutch king, Willem-Alexan- 
der, on the other side. When 
his mother, Princess Beatrix, 
was reigning queen, it was 
her profile that was carved 
on the two coins. 


Outdated Aruban coins 
and their names 
In the past, Aruban coins 
had distinctive names and 
also varied in worth. For ex- 
ample, a 5-cent coin was 
once called Dos placa; 
10-cent coins were called 
debchi; 25-cent coins were 
called diez placa and the 
50-cent coin was once 
called Yotin (pronounced: 
jo-teen). We also used a 
distinctive coins worth 2 ½ 
cents, called placa too. 
However, this last coin is 
no longer in use and has 
become a relic of Aruban 
money. Back then, the 
5-Florin coin used to also be 
square, but now it is circu- 
lar. 


Aruban bills: their design 
and symbolism 
The Aruban Florin collection 
contains a variation of col- 
orful bills, displaying incred- 
ibly detailed and beautiful 
designs that tell the story of 
Aruba on a single piece of 
paper. 


Prior to 2019, the Aruban 
Florin bills were relatively 
simpler 
in 
design 
com- 
pared to now, but still in- 
cluded beautiful designs 
and colors, often depicting 
local animals. These past 
designs were made by the 
Aruban artist Everino Fingal 
in 1990 up to 2019. Between 
1990 and 1993, the 5 Flo- 


rin coin was a bill. The Fin- 
gal designs also included 
a 500-Florin bill, which has 
now been discontinued. 


In 2019, the Central Bank 
of Aruba commissioned a 
new design of the Aruba 
Florin bills, this time select- 
ing artist and former art 
teacher, Nigel Matthew, 
to present his new design. 
Matthew kept the tradition 
of including local animals 
and the familiar colors on 
the bills. However, he in- 
cluded additional designs 
that represent the Aruban 
culture and link to the In- 
digenous inhabitants that 
were the first to set foot on 


the island. 


Current design and symbol- 
ism 
10 florin 
On the 10-florin bill, you 
can see a Turtuga blanco 
(white turtle). The blue col- 
or symbolizes the blue Ca- 
ribbean Sea. You can also 
see the ruins of the Bushirib- 
ana Gold Mill Ruins, a coral 
motif, and the symbols of 
Cas Floria (traditional Aru- 
ban house design) with a 
piece of mosaic. 


25 florin 
On this orange bill, you can 
see an Aruban medicinal 
plant called Shoshoro. The 
birds Trupiaal, Shoco, rock 
drawings, and the symbols 
of Cas Floria with a piece 
of mosaic are also depict- 
ed. There is also a Purun 
di ceramica (clay pot), in 
reference to the relics left 
behind by our indigenous 
ancestors. 


50 florin 
On this bill, we see the 
Cododo (blue lizard found 
on the ABC islands), Can- 
greu di tera (land crab), 
Willem III Tower, and again 
the symbols of Cas Floria 
with a piece of mosaic, 
as well as a beach plant 
called Banana di rif. The 


colors are pink/purple. 


100 florin 
This bill is green in color, rep- 
resenting nature. Here we 
see the Yuwana (Iguana), 
Aloe, Toteki (lizard), the 
symbols of Cas Floria with 
a piece of mosaic, and a 
dance group performing 
the Baile di cinta (forkloric 
dance with silk ribbons). 


200 florin 
There is another bill with a 
value of 200 dollars. The 
brown 
color 
symbolizes 
the earth of Aruba. Here 
we see the Dornasol and 
the Warawara—both lo- 
cal birds, along with the 
symbols of Cas Floria with 
a piece of mosaic, the 
Tuna cactus plant, and the 
Caha di orgel (folkloric in- 
strument, used for many 
traditional songs). 


Extra fact: 
the word “florin” supposed- 
ly is named after the Italian 
city of Florence or it’s a ref- 
erence to the Italian word 
“florino”, both explanations 
related to historical Italian 
currencies.q 


Source: Placa, placa, placa 
by the National Library of 
Aruba 
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By DAMIAN J. TROISE 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Obesity 
rates in the U.S. have been 
rising steadily for well over 
a decade and some of the 
world’s biggest drug devel- 
opers are tapping into the 
growing treatment market. 
Novo Nordisk reported an- 
other surge in profits and 
revenue during its most re- 
cent quarter with a big as- 
sist from Wegovy, an inject- 
able treatment for weight 
loss approved by the Food 
and Drug Administration 
in 2021. Obesity care sales 
rose 174% through the first 
three quarters of 2023 for 
Novo Nordisk, driven by 
the U.S. market. Demand 
for Wegovy, which is a 
high-dose version of the 
diabetes treatment Ozem- 
pic, has been high enough 
to warrant ongoing supply 
restrictions while the com- 
pany works to increase 
production.q 


By DEE-ANN DURBIN 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Workers 
at more than 200 U.S. Star- 
bucks locations walked off 
the job Thursday in what 
organizers said was the 
largest strike yet in the two- 
year-old effort to unionize 
the company’s stores. 
The Workers United union 
chose Starbucks’ annual 
Red Cup Day to stage the 
walkout since it’s usually 
one of the busiest days of 
the year. Starbucks expects 
to give away thousands of 
reusable cups Thursday to 
customers who order holi- 
day drinks. 
The union said it was ex- 
pecting more than 5,000 
workers to take part in its 
“Red Cup Rebellion.” Work- 
ers were expected to pick- 
et for part of the day and 
visit non-union stores the 
rest of the day, the union 
said. 
Around 
30 
stores 


also staged walkouts on 
Wednesday. 
Juniper Schweitzer, who 
has worked for Starbucks 
for 16 years, said she loves 
the company and its ideals 
but believes it’s not living 
up to them. 
“They have promised the 
world to us and they have 
not delivered,” said Sch- 


weitzer, who was picketing 
outside her Chicago store 
on Thursday. 
Frequent promotions like 
Red Cup Day or buy one- 
get one free offers put 
added stress on workers, 
she said, who have no abil- 
ity to switch off mobile or- 
ders or otherwise control 
the workflow.q 


Starbucks employees and supporters link arms during a union 
election watch party Dec. 9, 2021, in Buffalo, N.Y. 
Associated Press 


Thousands of Starbucks workers go on 
a one-day strike, one of busiest days of 
year for the chain 


In this Jan. 20, 2010 file photo, a subject’s waist is measured 
during an obesity prevention study in Chicago. 
Associated Press 


Big Pharma scrambles to feed demand 
for weight-loss treatments amid rising 
U.S. obesity rates 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Sta. Cruz: Tel. 585 8028 
Centro Medico: Tel. 584 5794 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


HEALTH 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


By MARIA CHENG 
AP Medical Writer 
LONDON (AP) — Britain’s 
medicines regulator has 
authorized the world’s first 
gene therapy treatment 
for sickle cell disease, in a 
move that could offer re- 
lief to thousands of people 
with the crippling disease 
in the U.K. 
In a statement Thursday, 
the Medicines and Health- 
care Regulatory Agency 
said it approved Casgevy, 
the first medicine licensed 
using the gene editing tool 
CRISPR, which won its mak- 
ers a Nobel prize in 2020. 
The agency approved the 
treatment for patients with 
sickle cell disease and thal- 
assemia who are 12 years 
old and over. 
Casgevy is made by Vertex 
Pharmaceuticals (Europe) 
Ltd. and CRISPR Therapeu- 
tics. To date, bone mar- 
row transplants, extremely 
arduous procedures that 
come with very unpleasant 
side effects, have been 
the only long-lasting treat- 
ment. 
“The future of life-chang- 
ing cures resides in CRIS- 
PR based (gene-editing) 
technology,” said Dr. Hel- 
en O’Neill of University Col- 
lege London. 
“The use of the word ‘cure’ 
in relation to sickle cell dis- 
ease or thalassemia has, 
up until now, been incom- 
patible,” she said in a state- 
ment, calling the MHRA’s 
approval of gene therapy 
“a positive moment in his- 
tory.” 
Both sickle cell disease and 
thalassemia are caused by 
mistakes in the genes that 
carry hemoglobin, the pro- 
tein in red blood cells that 
carry oxygen. 
In people with sickle cell 
which is particularly com- 
mon in people with Afri- 
can or Caribbean back- 
grounds a genetic mu- 
tation causes the cells to 
become crescent-shaped, 
which can block blood 
flow and cause excruciat- 
ing pain, organ damage, 
stroke and other problems. 
In people with thalasse- 
mia, the genetic mutation 
can cause severe anemia. 


This microscope photo provided on Oct. 25, 2023, by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention shows crescent-shaped red blood cells from a sickle cell disease patient in 1972. 
Associated Press 


The world’s first gene therapy for sickle cell disease 
has been approved in Britain 


Patients typically require 
blood transfusions every 
few weeks, and injections 
and medicines for their en- 
tire life. 
Thalassemia predominant- 
ly affects people of South 
Asian, Southeast Asian and 
Middle Eastern heritage. 
The new medicine, Cas- 
gevy, works by targeting 
the problematic gene in 
a patient’s bone marrow 
stem cells so that the body 
can make properly func- 
tioning hemoglobin. 
Patients 
first 
receive 
a 
course of chemotherapy, 
before doctors take stem 
cells from the patient’s 
bone marrow and use ge- 
netic editing techniques in 


a laboratory to fix the gene. 
The cells are then infused 
back into the patient for a 
permanent treatment. Pa- 
tients must be hospitalized 
at least twice once for the 
collection of the stem cells 
and then to receive the al- 
tered cells. 
“This is so exciting. It’s a 
new wave of treatments 
that we can utilize for pa- 
tients with sickle cell dis- 
ease,” said Dr. James La- 
Belle, director of the pedi- 
atric stem cell and cellular 
therapy program at the 
University of Chicago. He 
said Britain’s approval sug- 
gested the U.S. authoriza- 
tion was likely “imminent.” 
Casgevy is currently being 


reviewed by the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration; 
the agency is expected to 
make a decision early next 
month, before considering 
another sickle cell gene 
therapy.q 
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RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Ho- 
tels in Argentina and Uru- 
guay reportedly rejected 
reservations for Pink Floyd 
co-founder Roger Waters 
over accusations of anti- 
semitism leveled at the Brit- 
ish singer known for his pro- 
Palestinian views. 
Waters was due to stay in 
Argentina’s capital of Bue- 
nos Aires ahead of shows 
scheduled for Nov. 21-22 as 
part of his “This is Not a Drill” 
tour, but the reservations 
fell through, with hotels cit- 
ing a lack of availability, 
the Argentine newspaper 
Pagina 12 reported. 
Hotels in Montevideo, in 
neighboring Uruguay, also 
refused to host him but did 
not provide a reason, a Pa- 


gina 12 story on Wednes- 
day quoted Waters as say- 
ing. The singer said that as 
a result he was still in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, where he per- 


formed a few days ago. 
“I had a dinner date on 
the 16th with José Mujica, 
the former president of 
Uruguay, who is a friend of 


mine. And I can’t go (…) 
because the Israeli lobby 
and whatever they call 
themselves have canceled 
me,” Waters told Pagina 
12. The president of the 
Central Israelite Committee 
of Uruguay, Roby Schindler, 
sent a letter to the Sofitel 
hotel urging it not to host 
Waters, Pagina 12 said. 
Waters “takes advantage 
of his fame as an artist to 
lie and spew his hatred to- 
wards Israel and all Jews,” 
Schindler said, according 
to Pagina 12. “By receiving 
him, you will be, even if you 
do not want to, propagat- 
ing the hatred that this man 
exudes,” Schindler added. 
Waters has been dogged 
by accusations of antisemi- 


tism for years, including 
criticism by the U.S. gov- 
ernment earlier this year. 
The State Department said 
Waters has “a long track 
record of using antisemitic 
tropes to denigrate Jew- 
ish people.” Speaking to 
Pagina 12, he vehemently 
denied that. “They do it be- 
cause I believe in human 
rights, and I speak openly 
about the genocide of the 
Palestinian people,” Waters 
said. In a recent interview 
with journalist Glenn Gre- 
enwald, Waters said the 
surprise attack by Hamas 
militants in Israel on Oct. 7 
“was blown out of all pro- 
portion by the Israelis in- 
venting stories about be- 
heading babies.”q 


By JAKE COYLE 
AP Film Writer 
For such a famed historical 
figure, Napoleon has made 
only fleeting appearanc- 
es in movies since Abel 
Gance’s 1927 silent film. 
Stanley Kubrick had grand 
designs for a Napoleon 
epic that went unmade. 
(Steven Spielberg is at- 
tempting to revive those 
plans as a series ). Napo- 
leon and his bicorne hat 
more icon of history than a 
real character mostly only 
pops up in time-traveling 
odysseys like “Time Bandits” 
or “Bill and Ted’s Excellent 
Adventure.” 
The party, though, is finally 
on in Ridley Scott’s “Na- 
poleon,” starring Joaquin 
Phoenix. Scott doesn’t do 
anything small, not even 
famously diminutive French 
emperors. And his two- 
hour-38-minute big-screen 
biopic serves up a heaping 
historical spectacle com- 
plete with bloody Euro- 
pean battles and massive 
military maneuvers. 
But don’t mistake “Napo- 
leon” for your average his- 
torical epic. Our first sense 
that this may not be a grand 
glorification of a Great Man 


of history comes early in the 
film, when a 24-year-old 
Bonaparte leads the siege 
on the British troops control- 
ling the port city of Toulon. 
When Napoleon, then a 
major, charges forward in 
the fight, he’s visibly terri- 
fied, even panting. He looks 
more like Phoenix’s anx- 
ious protagonist in “Beau Is 
Afraid” than the man who 
would become France’s 
Caesar. Napoleon doesn’t 
storm the gates so much as 
lurch desperately at them. 
And for the rest of Scott’s 
film and Phoenix’s riveting 
performance, Napoleon’s 
actions are never much 


more complicated than 
that. He assumes power 
cavalierly. His coup d’état 
against the French Direc- 
tory in 1799 is a ramshackle 
farce. He flings his armies 
around the continent with- 
out the slightest concern. 
He’s prone to petulant rag- 
es, screaming at the British: 
“You think you’re so great 
because you have boats!” 
“Napoleon” 
subscribes 
more to the Not-So-Great 
Man theory of history. This 
Napoleon isn’t extraordi- 
nary nor is he much of a 
man. He’s a boyishly im- 
pulsive, thin-skinned brute, 
careening his way through 


Europe and leaving battle- 
fields of dead soldiers in his 
wake. When he, while on 
a campaign in Egypt, is in- 
formed over lunch that his 
wife, Joséphine (Vanessa 
Kirby), is having an affair 
back in Paris, he responds 
curtly to the messenger: 
“No dessert for you.” 
For more than 200 years, 
characterizations of Na- 
poleon have ranged from 
genius reformer born out 
of the French Revolution 
to marauding tyrant whose 
wars left three million dead. 
Napoleon, himself, helped 
shape his legacy while ex- 
iled on St. Helena with a 


self-serving memoir. Some 
of the titans of 19th cen- 
tury 
literature 
reckoned 
with him. Victor Hugo wrote 
Napoleon lost at Waterloo 
because he had grown 
“troublesome to God.” Tol- 
stoy, in “War and Peace,” 
was less impressed, calling 
him, “that most insignificant 
instrument of history.” 
In “Napoleon,” which be- 
gins with Marie Antoinette 
at the guillotine and ends 
with Napoleon on St. Hel- 
ena where he died at age 
51 in 1821, it’s startling how 
much disregard the movie 
has for its protagonist. Hol- 
lywood 
historical 
epics 
have traditionally leaned 
toward 
aggrandizement, 
not the undressing of frag- 
ile, deluded male egos 
who exclaim over dinner: 
“Destiny has brought me 
here! Destiny has brought 
me this lamb chop!” Here 
is a sweeping historical tap- 
estry no one does it bet- 
ter today than Scott with 
a damning, almost satirical 
portrait at its center. That 
mix Scott’s spectacle and 
Phoenix’s the-emperor-has- 
no-clothes 
performance 
makes “Napoleon” a rivet- 
ingly off-kilter experience.q 


This image released by Apple TV+ shows Joaquin Phoenix in a scene from “Napoleon.” 
Associated Press 


In Ridley Scott’s ‘Napoleon,’ the emperor has no clothes but plenty 
of ego 


Roger Waters performs during a live concert in Assago, near 
Milan, Italy, Wednesday, April 18, 2018. 
Associated Press 


Roger Waters denied hotel stays in Argentina and Uruguay over 
antisemitism allegations, report says 
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LONDON (AP) — The fight 
between Tyson Fury and 
Oleksandr Usyk to unify all 
of the major heavyweight 
boxing titles will take place 
in Saudi Arabia’s capital, 
Riyadh, on Feb. 17, promot- 
ers announced Thursday. 
The last fight to crown an 
undisputed 
heavyweight 
champion was in 1999, 
when Lennox Lewis beat 
Evander Holyfield to win 
three major titles — the 
WBC, WBA and IBF belts. 
Lewis had to relinquish his 
WBA title the following year 
in a dispute over his next 
title defense. 
This time, it’s for four belts. 
Fury (34-0-1) of England is 
the WBC champion and 


Usyk (21-0) of Ukraine holds 
the WBA, IBF and WBO belts, 
having previously been the 
undisputed champion at 
cruiserweight in 2018 and 
2019. 
Fury and Usyk were expect- 
ed to meet on Dec. 23 but 
the fight was delayed after 
Fury’s disappointing perfor- 
mance in a split-decision 
victory over MMA star Fran- 
cis Ngannou in Saudi Ara- 
bia last month. 
“I am destined to cement 
my legacy as the No. 1 
fighter in this era and to do 
that, I’ve got to beat this 
little man,” said Fury, who 
has previously referred to 
Usyk as a “middleweight.” 
“That’s it. 
Simple as. He’s a tricky 
man, a good boxer, slick, 
all of that, but I’ve seen 
many people like him be- 


fore. When they fight the 
big men, they struggle 
and he’s going to struggle 
on Feb. 17. He will lose, for 
sure.” 
Usyk is coming off a de- 
fense against Daniel Dubois 
in Poland. The Ukrainian has 
beaten British opponents in 
all of his last four fights, in- 
cluding when he won his 
heavyweight titles from An- 
thony Joshua in 2021 and 
defended them in a re- 
match in Saudi Arabia the 
following year. 
“I have no goal,” Usyk said. 
“Only the way. And my 
way is ‘The Undisputed.’ 
That is why this was the only 
fight for me. When that bell 
rings, I will bring the fire.”q 


British WBC and lineal heavyweight champion Tyson Fury, 
second from left, and Ukrainian heavyweight boxing champion 
Oleksandr Usyk, second from right, attend a press conference 
at Outernet London, Thursday Nov. 16, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Fury and Usyk to fight on Feb. 17 in Saudi Arabia to unify all 4 
major heavyweight boxing titles 


By STEPHEN HAWKINS and 
RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writers 
ARLINGTON, 
Texas 
(AP) 
— The Oakland Athletics’ 
move to Las Vegas was 
unanimously 
approved 
Thursday by Major League 
Baseball team owners, ce- 
menting the sport’s first re- 
location since 2005. 
A 75% vote of the 30 teams 
was necessary for approval 
of A’s owner John Fisher’s 
plan, which was endorsed 
by baseball Commissioner 
Rob Manfred. 
“There was an effort over 
more than a decade to 
find a stadium solution in 
Oakland. It was John Fish- 
er’s preference. It was my 
preference,” Manfred said 
at a news conference fol- 
lowing the vote. “This is a 
terrible day for fans in Oak- 
land. I understand that and 
that’s why we’ve always 
had a policy of doing ev- 
erything humanly possible 
to avoid a relocation and 
truly believe we did that in 
this case. I think it’s beyond 
debate that the status quo 
in Oakland was unten- 
able.” 
After years of complaints 
about the Oakland Colise- 
um and an inability to ne- 
gotiate government assis- 


tance for a new ballpark in 
the Bay area, the A’s plan 
to move to a stadium to be 
built on the Las Vegas Strip 
with $380 million in public 
financing approved by the 
Nevada government. The 
team plans for the ballpark 
to open in 2028. MLB ap- 
proved Clark County as its 
operating territory following 
the move and Nevada as 
its television territory. 
“I understand that this is 
an incredibly difficult day 


for Oakland fans, and I just 
want to say we gave every 
effort and did everything 
we could to try and find a 
solution there.” Fisher said. 
“I’m very excited about the 
opportunity in Vegas. The 
fans there are terrific.” 
Players’ association head 
Tony Clark declined com- 
ment on the decision. 
The Athletics’ lease at the 
Coliseum 
runs 
through 
2024, and they will remain 
next season at the outdat- 


ed and run-down stadium 
where they have played 
since moving to California 
in 1968. It remains unclear 
where the team will play 
after that until a new ball- 
park opens. Manfred said 
the a variety of alternatives 
are being explored, includ- 
ing possibly of the A’s stay- 
ing at the Coliseum in the 
interim period. He said the 
preference will be to “find 
an 81-game home” for the 
team, unlike the unique sit- 


uation with the Blue Jays in 
2021, when pandemic trav- 
el restrictions caused MLB 
to shift home games at the 
team’s spring training facil- 
ity in Dunedin, Florida, and 
then its Triple-A ballpark in 
Buffalo, New York, before 
going back to Toronto at 
midseason. 
Las Vegas will become the 
A’s fourth city, the most 
for a MLB team. The A’s 
played in Philadelphia from 
1901-54, then moved to 
Kansas City for 13 seasons 
before going to California. 
The new stadium will be the 
team’s fifth after Columbia 
Park (1901-08), Shibe Park 
(1909-54), Memorial Stadi- 
um (1955-67) and the Coli- 
seum. Since the Washing- 
ton Senators became the 
Texas Rangers for 1972, the 
only other team to relocate 
was the Montreal Expos, 
who became the Washing- 
ton Nationals in 2005. 
The A’s in 2006 proposed a 
ballpark in Fremont, about 
25 miles south in the East 
Bay, but abandoned the 
plan three years later. San 
Jose, 40 miles south of Oak- 
land, was proposed in 2012 
but the San Francisco Gi- 
ants blocked the site be- 
cause it was part of that 
team’s territory.q 


Athletics owner John Fisher speaks during a news conference after a Major League Baseball 
owners meeting in Arlington, Texas, Thursday, Nov. 16, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Oakland Athletics’ move to Las Vegas unanimously approved by 
MLB owners 
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Experience Unrivaled Excitement and 
Win Big at LIV Casino, Barceló Aruba 


Oranjestad – Get ready to indulge in thrilling gaming 
experiences and a chance to strike it rich at LIV Ca- 
sino, nestled within the luxurious Barceló Aruba resort. 
With a wide array of games and a captivating atmo- 
sphere, LIV Casino promises an unforgettable enter- 
tainment journey for visitors seeking excitement and 
good fortune. 


LIV Casino boasts an impressive selection of 123 slot 
machines, each waiting to make someone a lucky win- 
ner. Among these, 114 are Dollar machines and 9 are 
Florin machines cater to various preferences and bet- 
ting levels, offering a diverse gaming experience that 
suits every player's style. 


The casino is not just about slots – for those who rel- 
ish the thrill of traditional table games, LIV Casino de- 
livers on every front. Step up to the challenge at the 
Blackjack Table, where strategy meets chance, or take 
a spin at the Roulette Table for an electrifying game 
of luck. Additionally, the Three Card Poker Table offers 
a unique blend of strategy and excitement, adding a 
new dimension to the gaming floor. 


Adding to the anticipation, every table at LIV Casino 
features its own progressive jackpot, promising the po- 


tential for monumental winnings that 
could change a player's life in an in- 
stant. 
The gaming action at LIV Casino comes 
alive from 11 AM to 3 AM, ensuring non- 
stop excitement throughout the day 
and into the night. For those looking to 
experience the thrill of table games, the 
tables are open from 4:30 PM until clos- 
ing, inviting players to try their hand at 
a variety of games while enjoying the 
vibrant casino ambiance. 


"Try your luck with us at LIV Casino at Bar- 
celó Aruba," encourages Marc Charley, 
Casino General Manager of LIV Ca- 
sino. "We have crafted an environment 
where guests can immerse themselves 
in the thrill of gaming and experience 
the rush of winning big. Whether you're 
a seasoned player or a beginner, our 


diverse selection of games caters to all 
preferences." 


LIV Casino at Barceló Aruba stands as a 
hub of entertainment, where visitors can 
not only try their luck but also revel in the 
world-class amenities and hospitality 
that the Barceló brand is renowned for. 


About LIV Casino, Barceló Aruba: 
LIV Casino, located within the lavish Bar- 
celó Aruba resort, offers a premier gam- 
ing experience on the stunning island 
of Aruba. With a wide range of slot ma- 
chines and table games, as well as the 
allure of progressive jackpots, LIV Casino 
provides endless entertainment for both 
novice and seasoned players. The ca- 
sino operates from 11 AM to 3 AM, while 
table games are available from 4:30 PM 
till closing.q 


Draymond Green didn’t hurt Rudy Gobert. He hurt the Warriors, again 


By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 
Golden State's Draymond 
Green is probably going 


to be enshrined in the Bas- 
ketball Hall of Fame one 
day, even with career av- 
erages of around 9 points, 
7 rebounds and 6 assists 
per game. He'll have, at 
minimum, four NBA cham- 
pionships and two Olympic 
gold medals when he's all 
done. 
He'll also have baggage. 
So much baggage. 
The latest addition to that 
pile 
came 
Wednesday 
when the NBA handed 
Green a five-game suspen- 
sion, one that'll cost him 
about $770,000 in missed 
salary and won't help a 


Warriors team that is al- 
ready without an injured 
Stephen Curry and not off 
to the hottest of starts at 
just 6-6. Green earned ev- 
ery bit of that suspension 
after putting Rudy Gobert 
in a headlock during the 
Warriors-Minnesota 
game 
on Tuesday night. It was his 
second ejection in a span 
of five days and the 19th 
— including playoffs — of 
his career, which is nearly 
twice as many as any other 
two currently active players 
in the league combined. 
"Not much to say," Gobert 
said after the game. "It was 


clown behavior." 
Some say clown, some say 
Draymond 
being 
Dray- 
mond. 
Among 
Green's 
other famous incidents: He 
punched then-teammate 
Jordan Poole last season, 
plus earned suspensions for 
stomping on Domantas Sa- 
bonis' chest in last season's 
playoffs and another after 
a "retaliatory swipe of his 
hand to the groin" of LeB- 
ron James to go over the 
flagrant-foul-point limit in 
the 2016 NBA Finals, having 
to sit down with the Warriors 
up 3-1 in a series that they 
would give away. q 


Golden State Warriors' Klay Thompson, front, and Draymond 
Green, back, get into an altercation with Minnesota Timberwolves 
center Rudy Gobert, middle, during the first half of an in-season 
NBA tournament basketball game in San Francisco, Tuesday, 
Nov. 14, 2023. 
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